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ing issue that we need to educate communities about how to protect each oth-
er and themselves. And there need to be resources for all these things. It’s more 
like “These are the rules that you have to follow. And let’s not question. And now 
ȗǞǋΘঌΑǋ৹ǁǞƲǷǘǋǇलঊ

TFSR: That’s maybe a whole other discussion. I loved our conversation. I 
wonder, is there anything else that you would want to say or that we didn’t 
cover that you want to bring into this space?

R:৹/ঌǶ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǡǷǯǡǷǘ৹ȗǞȍǽȚǘǞॼ৹/৹ȐȗƲȍȗ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǷ৹ǶΘ৹ǁǽǷǁǱȚȐǡǽǷल৹/ȗঌȐ৹
something that was underdeveloped in my book. Thinking about how anarchists 
deal with climate change, rather than the disasters of climate change, the whole 
ȐǁƲǱǋ৹ǡǷǗȍƲȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍƲǱ৹ǁǞƲǷǘǋ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ǷǋǋǇǋǇल৹,ǽΒ৹Ǉǽ৹Βǋ৹ǇǋǘȍǽΒह৹,ǽΒ৹
Ǉǽ৹Βǋ৹ǽǁǁȚȊΘ৹ȐȊƲǁǋȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȐǶƲǱǱǋȍ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǀȚǡǱǇ৹ǡǷǗȍƲȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍǋह৹bǞƲȗঌȐ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹/ঌǶ৹ǡǷ-
ȗǋȍǋȐȗǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹Ƕǽȍǋल৹[ǽ৹ǡǗ৹ƲǷΘ৹ǽǗ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ǱǡȐȗǋǷǋȍȐ৹ǽȍ৹ΘǽȚ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǘǋȗ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǽȚǁǞ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹
Ƕǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǁǽǷȗǡǷȚǋ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ǯǡǷǇȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǁǽǷΑǋȍȐƲȗǡǽǷȐह

TFSR: That seems so important because, again, it’s this issue of so many 
ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǀΘ৹ǇǋǗƲȚǱȗ৹ȗǞǡǷǯǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ǷǋǋǇȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹Ʋ৹ǁǋǷȗȍƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ƲȚȗǞǽȍǡȗƲȍ-
ian response. You do talk about this in the book, too, that that re-ups the 
state’s power, or re-ups capitalists’ process of extraction and resource wast-
ing. But it’s very hard to see see the other, there’s not a lot of room given in 
most of the conversations to the possibility that it would be something else 
than that, except for some anarchist spaces. And then there’s also the pessi-
ǶǡȐǶ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǞƲΑǋळ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹উbǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǶȚǁǞ৹Βǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹Ǉǽलঊ৹[ǽ৹
it’s going to be in pockets of places of resistance. 
৹ �ǽ৹ΘǽȚ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ȐƲΘ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ϮǷǇ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǽȍ৹ϮǷǇ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹Βǽȍǯह

R: Find me on Facebook and Twitter and all the usual capitalist platforms that we 
Βǋȍǋ৹ǁȍǡȗǡǁǡΝǡǷǘ৹ǋƲȍǱǡǋȍल৹/ঌǶ৹ǋǡȗǞǋȍ৹XǞǡƲǷǷǽǷ৹$ǡȍȗǞ৹ǽȍ৹XǞǡ$ǡȍȗǞळ৹/৹ȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ ǡǷȗǋȍ-
changeably. And then the book, you can buy from the Pluto website. And I think 
ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǘǋȗ৹ࡱࡴ৹ǽϥ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǡȐǁǽȚǷȗ৹ǁǽǇǋ৹উ$ǡȍȗǞࡱࡴঊल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǽȊǋǷॺƲǁǁǋȐȐ৹
version available as well, which you can see if you search for Disaster Anarchy open 
ƲǁǁǋȐȐळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȐǞǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹ƲǀǱǋ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ǽȍ৹ǘǋȗ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǽȚǁǞ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹Ƕǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹/ঌǱǱ৹ȐǋǷǇ৹ǡȗल৹UǋǽȊǱǋ৹
are welcome to follow me or befriend me on any of these things on the internet. Or 
ǋǶƲǡǱ৹Ƕǋ৹Ʋȗ৹ȍǞǡƲǷǷǽǷϮȍȗǞટǘǶƲǡǱलǁǽǶल

TFSR: Cool. Anyway, I will put all that information, too, in the notes that 
go with the show. Thank you so much for taking the time to talk.

R: Thank you. I really enjoyed it. And hopefully, we’ll be doing an event together 
in London at some point.
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TFSR: In that line, one of the things that you say, I don’t know, if you see 
this as what should happen or what can happen or does happen, but you 
write that in disaster times, norms ought to be loosened and there should 
be a higher tolerance for deviance or deviation. I loved the way that you put 
that: that’s another space where the conformity that we are expected to live 
in can be torn apart a little bit. Although it depends on other people also 
not punishing you for that.

R: bǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘ৹/৹ǗǽȚǷǇ৹ǇȚȍǡǷǘ৹�Hq/�৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹
ǞǋƲΑǡǱΘ৹ǶǽȍƲǱǡΝǋǇळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡǗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹Ʋǘȍǋǋ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ǋΑǋȍΘȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹Ǳǋȗȗǋȍळ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ΘǽȚ৹
Βǋȍǋ৹ ȐǽǶǋ৹�Hq/�৹ǇǋǷǡǋȍल৹yǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ ȗǽ৹ȚǷǇǋȍȐȗƲǷǇ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ ȍǋƲǁȗ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗǱΘ৹
in these situations, and people’s normal coping mechanisms aren’t available, and 
people were being treated like these generic subjects that all ought to be ordered 
ƲǷǇ৹ȐȗƲΘ৹ǡǷ৹ǽȍǇǋȍल৹�Țȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋঌȐ৹ƲǁȗȚƲǱ৹ǁǽǷǇǡȗǡǽǷȐ৹ΑƲȍΘ৹ȐǡǘǷǡϮǁƲǷȗǱΘल৹bǞǋȍǋ৹ǞƲȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹
ȐǽǶǋ৹ƲǱǱǽΒƲǷǁǋ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǁȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ȐȚϥǋȍǡǷǘ৹ǶǋǷȗƲǱǱΘल৹yǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹Ʋǁ-
ǯǷǽΒǱǋǇǘǋ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ΒǡȗǞǽȚȗ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹Ʋ৹�Hq/�৹ǇǋǷǡǋȍळ৹ǽȍ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ǋǶȊƲȗǞΘ৹
ΒǡȗǞǽȚȗ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹Ʋ৹�Hq/�৹ǇǋǷǡǋȍल

TFSR: That’s been a really hard line and really confusing, especially now 
where it’s ongoing, and there’s no general agreement on doing precautions. 
I’m a chronically ill person. I navigate the world from that perspective, 
which is exasperating because there’s nowhere I can be. But also, we have to 
keep in mind that the mental health aspect that you were mentioning, we 
Βǋȍǋ৹ƲǱǱ৹ȗȍƲȚǶƲȗǡΝǋǇ৹ǀΘ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ΒƲΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹Ƿǽ৹ȐȊƲǁǋ৹ȗǽ৹ȍǋǁǽΑǋȍल৹
It’s too hard to even understand the mass death and disabling, and then our 
lives have utterly changed and they’re not going back.

R: And that’s the thing because there’s no communication or agreement, and that’s 
Ƿǽȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ȗǞǡǷǘल৹bǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋल৹UǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǋΗȊǋǁȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ȗǽǱǇ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ȗǽ৹
Ǉǽ৹ǀΘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ǽǷǁǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ȐȗǽȊȐ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹�Hq/�ळ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹
seem to lack the capacity to say, “Is there someone chronically ill who’s going to be 
Ǟǋȍǋळ৹ΒǞǽ৹ǞƲȐ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ǷǋǋǇȐह৹sǋ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǇǡȐǁȚȐȐ৹ΒǞǽঌȐ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȊƲǁǋ৹
ƲǷǇ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ǷǋǋǇȐ৹Ʋȍǋलঊ৹�ǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǞƲǇ৹Ʋ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ȐȗȍǽǷǘ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ǡȗ৹
just withdrew that…

TFSR: There’s that anti-authoritarian response when the state tells you to 
do something, too, which vibes with certain kinds of anarchist responses: 
ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹উ/ঌǶ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ȗǋǱǱȐ৹Ƕǋलঊ৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ΒǋǡȍǇ৹
overlap of there was important information, a lot of it was actually contra-
dicted and confusing. And now we’re in this place where there’s no clear 
line or information at all.

R:৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ǞǋƲǱȗǞ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȐǋǁȚȍǡȗǡΝǋǇ৹ȍƲȗǞǋȍ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ȗȍǋƲȗǋǇ৹ƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȍǋȐǽȚȍǁ-
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TFSR: I’m really excited to be talking to Rhiannon Firth today, the author 
of Disaster Anarchy, which came out through Pluto Press this year. Can 
ΘǽȚ৹ ǡǷȗȍǽǇȚǁǋ৹ΘǽȚȍȐǋǱǗ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ƲǷΘ৹ȊȍǽǷǽȚǷȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ΒǞƲȗǋΑǋȍ৹ƲϨǱǡƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹
you’d like to mention?

Rhiannon Firth: Yeah. Hello, I’m Rhiannon Firth, my pronouns are she/her. I 
live in London at the moment. I’m a lecturer in sociology at the Institute of Edu-
cation. That’s me.

TFSR: Awesome. I’m really excited to get into the book because I think it’s 
a really important contribution to thinking about mutual aid and disaster 
and anarchism. So to open up, your book is making an anarchist contribu-
tion to something that’s called disaster studies. You propose this idea of 
disaster anarchy, I wonder if you could give a little background on what 
ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ȐȗȚǇǡǋȐ৹ǡȐळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ϮǋǱǇȐ৹ΒǡȗǞǡǷ৹ǡȗऴ৹Ʋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋॺǀƲȐǋǇ৹ǽǷǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹Ʋ৹
critical one, too.

R: Okay. It might be worth giving a bit of personal history into how I ended up 
ΒȍǡȗǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǀǽǽǯ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ȊǱƲǁǋल৹[ǽ৹/ঌΑǋ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐǶ৹
ȐǡǷǁǋ৹ΒǋǱǱ৹ǀǋǗǽȍǋ৹/৹ΒǋǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ȚǷǡΑǋȍȐǡȗΘल৹[ǽ৹ǶΘ৹ȐȗȚǇǡǋȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗȐ৹ƲȍǋǷঌȗॼ৹/ঌǶ৹ȗǽȗƲǱǱΘ৹
an academic geek. I’ve mostly been at university either studying or working in some 
form since I started doing my undergrad. But the book itself started when I was 
working on a research project. I was working as part of a research team. I was on a 
precarious contract. And I’ve always been on precarious academic contracts until 
very recently. But my boss at the time had a bit of money left over at the end of a 
project and asked me if there was some way I could use it. It was a project about di-
sasters, and I didn’t know anything about disasters at the time. And he said, “Well, 
you’re into anarchy and social movements, why don’t you go and study Occupy 
[ƲǷǇΘह৹�ǷǇ৹ǽǀΑǡǽȚȐǱΘळ৹ /৹ ǯǷǋΒ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘळ৹ ȗǞǡȐ৹ΒƲȐ৹ ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞȍǋǋ৹ ΘǋƲȍȐ৹
ƲǗȗǋȍΒƲȍǇल৹[ǽ৹ǡȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǡǷ৹ࡶࡲࡱࡳळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǞȚȍȍǡǁƲǷǋ৹ǡȗȐǋǱǗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȍǋǱǡǋǗ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹Βǋȍǋ৹
ǡǷ৹ࡳࡲࡱࡳल৹
৹ [ǽळ৹/৹ǞƲǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǶǽǷǋΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǽϥǋȍ৹ȗǽ৹ǘǽ৹ȗǽ৹CǋΒ৹yǽȍǯ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡǷȗǋȍΑǡǋΒ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹
people involved in this cool movement that I was already really inspired by so I 
ȐƲǡǇ৹উ/ঌǱǱ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǋǱΘ৹ȗƲǯǋ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȚȊ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞƲȗषঊ৹/৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǡǶǋ৹ȗǽ৹ȊȍǋȊƲȍǋळ৹ǀǋ-
cause it was this money at the end of a project that needed to be used quite quickly. 
HȗǞǋȍΒǡȐǋळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǘǡΑǋ৹ǡȗ৹ǀƲǁǯ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗȚǷǇǋȍळ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯल৹[ǽ৹/৹ΒǋǷȗ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹Ǳǡȗ-
tle preparation and interviewed people and met some really wonderful, inspiring 
ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ ȗǞȍǽȚǘǞ৹ ȗǞǋ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ǶƲǡǱǡǷǘ৹ ǱǡȐȗल৹HǀΑǡǽȚȐǱΘळ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ǘȍǋΒ৹
ǽȚȗ৹ǽǗ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹sƲǱǱ৹[ȗȍǋǋȗल৹ /ঌΑǋ৹ǶƲǷƲǘǋǇ৹ ȗǽ৹ǘǋȗ৹ ǡǷ৹ ȗǽȚǁǞ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ ȐǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ ƲǷǇ৹
interviewed about seven people. And it was actually the third anniversary of the 
hurricane when I visited. 
 That was all really awesome and inspiring. But I came back with all this 
data, and I had no idea what to do with it. I was supposed to write an article or 
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ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘल৹�ǷǇ৹ /৹ ǁǽȚǱǇǷঌȗ৹ϮǘȚȍǋ৹ǽȚȗ৹ǞǽΒ৹ ȗǽ৹ ȗǞǋǽȍǡΝǋ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ /৹ΒƲȐ৹ ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǋǇ৹ ǡǷळ৹
because the main thing that I found that I was interested in was the fact that the 
ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ǞƲǇ৹ǡǷǡȗǡƲǱǱΘ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱल৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹sƲǱǱ৹[ȗȍǋǋȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ƲǷ৹ƲǷȗǡॺƲȚȐȗǋȍ-
ǡȗΘळ৹ƲǷȗǡॺǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐȗ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ǱƲȍǘǋ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ȐȗȍƲǷǇȐळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹
ƲǱȐǽ৹ǞƲǇ৹ǶƲǷΘ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐƲǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǡǷΑǽǱΑǋǇल৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹�ǋȊƲȍȗǶǋǷȗ৹ǽǗ৹,ǽǶǋǱƲǷǇ৹[ǋ-
ǁȚȍǡȗΘ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹e[৹ǁǽǶǶǡȐȐǡǽǷǋǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȍǋȊǽȍȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǶȚǁǞ৹ȊȍƲǡȐǋǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹
and talked about how fantastic they were, and how we incorporate this youthful 
ǋǷǋȍǘΘ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ǽȚȍ৹ǽϨǁǡƲǱ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋळ৹ƲǷǇ৹Ȑǽ৹ǽǷल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹Ʋ৹ȊƲȗȍǽǷǡΝǡǷǘ৹ǇǽǁȚ-
ǶǋǷȗल৹�ǷǇ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǞƲȍǇ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǽǷǱǡǷǋ৹ƲǷΘǶǽȍǋळ৹ƲǁȗȚƲǱǱΘल৹�ǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ΒǞǋǷ৹bȍȚǶȊ৹ǘǽȗ৹
rid of loads of documents online, that was one of the things that went, so. There are 
some anarchist archives that it’s still on, but it’s no longer on the government web 
pages like it used to be. 
 I was fascinated by this document and why it was commending Occupy 
[ƲǷǇΘ৹Ȑǽ৹ǶȚǁǞल৹/ȗ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ǁƲȚȐǋǇ৹ȐȊǱǡȗȐ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗल৹bǞǋȍǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȐȊǱǡȗȐ৹ǡǷ৹
the movement between those who wanted to not be radical or to accept funding or 
also who were quite pleased, they saw it as a recognition from the state and the gov-
ǋȍǷǶǋǷȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ƲǁȗǡǽǷȐ৹Βǋȍǋ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǋϥǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǽϨǁǡƲǱ৹ȍǋǱǡǋǗ৹ǋϥǽȍȗळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹
ΒƲȐ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǶȚǁǞ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁƲȐǋ৹Ʋȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǡǶǋल৹[ǽ৹/৹ǷǋǋǇǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǘȚȍǋ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǽȚȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹/৹ǗǋǱȗ৹/৹ǷǋǋǇǋǇ৹
ȗǽ৹ǯǷǽΒ৹ȐȗȚϥ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǞǽΒ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǇǋϮǷǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹/৹ΒǋǷȗ৹ǇǽΒǷ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹
huge rabbit hole. Instead of writing an article, which was what I was supposed to 
do, I actually found it impossible to write that article because I needed an anarchist 
ȗǞǋǽȍǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹Ȑǽ৹ǽǷळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹ǋΗǡȐȗल৹[ǽळ৹ȗǽ৹Ƕǋळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ǞȚǘǋ৹
gap. 
৹ �ǱȐǽळ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǇǡϨǁȚǱȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǶƲǡǷȐȗȍǋƲǶ৹ǱǡȗǋȍƲȗȚȍǋ৹
says things that sound quite anarchist. Like this government report that praises 
HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘळ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǞȚǘǋ৹ΑƲǱǽȍǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ƲȚȗǽǷǽǶǽȚȐ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǁǽǶ-
munity response and so on in a lot of the mainstream disaster studies literature. 
[ǽǶǋȗǡǶǋȐ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȍǋƲǇ৹ǡȗळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ǞƲȍǇ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹ƲǷΘȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǁȍǡȗǡǁǡΝǋल৹[ǽ৹ǡȗ৹ȗǽǽǯ৹Ƕǋ৹Ʋ৹
ǱǽǷǘ৹ ȗǡǶǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ϮǷƲǱǱΘळ৹ /৹ǘǽȗ৹ ȗǞǡȐ৹ ȗǞǋǽȍǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǽǘǋȗǞǋȍ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐȗƲȍȗǋǇ৹ ȗǽ৹Βȍǡȗǋ৹
ȗǞǋ৹ǀǽǽǯल৹�ǷǇ৹ ǡȗ৹ ȗǽǽǯ৹Ƕǋ৹ϮΑǋ৹ΘǋƲȍȐल৹ /৹ΒƲȐ৹ΒȍǡȗǡǷǘ৹ ȗǞǡȐ৹ǀǽǽǯळ৹ ƲǷǇ৹ ȗǞǋǷ৹�Hq/�৹
ǞƲȊȊǋǷǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹e<ळ৹ΒǋǱǱळ৹ǘǱǽǀƲǱǱΘल৹�Țȗ৹/ঌǇ৹ǷǋΑǋȍ৹ǋΗȊǋǁȗǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǱǡΑǋ৹ȗǞȍǽȚǘǞ৹Ʋ৹ǶƲǬǽȍ৹
disaster in my lifetime. And suddenly, this disaster happened all around me. And 
then also, the discourse that our government here was using and then the splits 
ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ǁǽǶȊǱǋȗǋǱΘ৹ǋǁǞǽǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǶƲǘǷǡϮǋǇ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹/৹ƲǱȍǋƲǇΘ৹
ȐȗƲȍȗǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋǽȍǡΝǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹ΒȍǡȗǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘल৹[ǽ৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹Ǳǡǯǋळ৹উsǋǱǱळ৹
/ঌǶ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǽǷȗǽ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹Ǟǋȍǋल৹BΘ৹ȗǞǋǽȍΘ৹ǡȐ৹ȊǱƲΘǡǷǘ৹ǽȚȗ৹ƲǱǱ৹ƲȍǽȚǷǇ৹Ƕǋঊल৹/৹ǋǷǇǋǇ৹
ȚȊ৹ȗƲǯǡǷǘ৹ƲǷ৹ǋΗȗȍƲ৹ȗΒǽ৹ΘǋƲȍȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǡǷǁǽȍȊǽȍƲȗǋ৹ǡǷȗǋȍΑǡǋΒȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹Βǽȍǯ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹�Hq/�৹
response here as well. That’s how the book came into being. And I think that partly 
ƲǷȐΒǋȍȐ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ȌȚǋȐȗǡǽǷ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ȐȗȚǇǡǋȐ৹ƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ϮǋǱǇल৹/৹ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǘǽ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǇǋȗƲǡǱ৹
about that. But I feel we’ve been talking for a while.

TFSR: No, I think that would be interesting. I want to get into the two 
movements that you looked at. But I would love to hear you talk a little 
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on before. And I was wondering if you could talk a little bit about how you 
ȚǷǇǋȍȐȗƲǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǋȍǶल৹�ǷǽȗǞǋȍ৹ȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁǽǶǋȐ৹ȚȊ৹ǡȐ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǋल৹,ǽΒ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ϮȗȐ৹
into your theory of disaster anarchy, and whether we need disasters to try 
to create alternative worlds?

R:৹�ǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐळ৹Ǉǽ৹Βǋ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹ȗǞǋǶह৹sǋঌȍǋ৹ǡǷ৹ǽǷǋळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶ৹ǁƲǱǱȐ৹
disasters are revealing the nature of what’s already there or magnifying it. 
৹ �Țȗ৹ȗǽ৹Ƕǋळ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲ৹ǡȐॼ৹bǞǋ৹ȗǋȍǶ৹ǶǋƲǷȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǘǽǽǇ৹ȊǱƲǁǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡȐ৹Ƿǽ৹ȊǱƲǁǋल৹/ȗঌȐ৹Ʋ৹
ȊȚǷ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞȍǋǋ৹%ȍǋǋǯ৹ΒǽȍǇȐऴ৹ǋȚ৹ॼ৹ǘǽǽǇळ৹ǽȚ৹ॼ৹Ƿǽळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǽȊǽȐ৹ॼ৹ȊǱƲǁǋल৹[ǽ৹ǡȗ৹ǽǗȗǋǷ৹ȐǋǋǶȐ৹
Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǶƲǯǋ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷ৹ǷǽΑǋǱȐ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǡǶƲǘǡǷǋ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȐǽǁǡǋȗΘ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹
detail. But to me, it’s about the human impulse to imagine and desire socio-politi-
ǁƲǱ৹ƲȍȍƲǷǘǋǶǋǷȗȐळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǋǡȗǞǋȍ৹Ǉǽ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡǷ৹ϮǁȗǡǽǷ৹ǽȍ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǡǶǋȐ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹Ǉǽ৹ǡȗ৹ǡǷ৹
ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǶǋǷȗȐ৹ǽȍ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗǡǋȐल৹�ǷǇ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǘǋȗ৹ȗǽȗƲǱǡȗƲȍǡƲǷ৹Țȗǽ-
ȊǡƲȐळ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȐȚȍǋल৹[ǽळ৹/ঌǶ৹Ƿǽȗ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǽȗƲǱǡȗƲȍǡƲǷ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲȐल৹/ঌǶ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǘȍƲȐȐȍǽǽȗȐ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲǷ-
ƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲȐ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǁǽǶǋ৹ȗǽǘǋȗǞǋȍ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗȍΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡǶƲǘǡǷǋ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹
ΒǡȗǞǽȚȗ৹ǞǡǋȍƲȍǁǞΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ΒǡȗǞǽȚȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǋΗȊȍǋȐȐǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǋळ৹ǀȚȗ৹
then a conscious bringing into being of it through either someone can write a nov-
el, like Ursula Le Guin’s novels are absolutely fantastic anarchist, utopias, or people 
can come together and try and make Utopia through their practice. And it is about 
ȐƲΘǡǷǘळ৹উsǋ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǋ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗल৹�ǷǇ৹Βǋঌȍǋ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǁǽǷȐǁǡǽȚȐǱΘ৹ȗȍΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȊȚȗ৹
ǡȗ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ȊǱƲǁǋलঊ৹�ǷǇ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷ৹ǡǶȊȚǱȐǋ৹ǽǗ৹ǡǶƲǘǡǷǡǷǘ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹
ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗȍΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ȊȚȗ৹ǡȗ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ȊǱƲǁǋ৹ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹ȐȗǋȊ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǷǋǋǇǋǇ৹ǀǋΘǽǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǡǷȐȚȍȍǋǁ-
ȗǡǽǷ৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǽǷ৹bΒǡȗȗǋȍळ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋळ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹Ȑǋǋ৹ƲǷ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹
insurrection in a sense, but it’s maybe lacking that utopian elements of articulating 
an alternative society. To me, an anarchist utopia is tied almost completely with the 
ǡǇǋƲ৹ǽǗ৹ȊȍǋϮǘȚȍƲȗǡǽǷल

TFSR: Which is the disaster utopia experience when you are in the mo-
ment, you can see that there’s another world possible, and you’re living it, 
even though you’re still in the context of the horror world that we live in. 
There’s a glimpse of it, it’s there for that period of time, at least.

R: I guess the connection to disasters is to really desire a utopian society, you have 
ȗǽ৹Ȑǋǋ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǀƲǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǽǷǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋঌȍǋ৹ǡǷ৹ǡȐल৹[ǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǷƲȗȚȍƲǱǱΘ৹ǗǋǋǱ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹
ǡȐ৹ȐǞǡȗल৹[ǡǷǁǋ৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ǯǡǇळ৹/ঌΑǋ৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹ϮǘǞȗǡǷǘ৹ƲǘƲǡǷȐȗ৹ƲȚȗǞǽȍǡȗΘ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹
ƲǷǇ৹ΒǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǘǡΑǋǷळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ƲȍǋǷঌȗ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǞƲȗल৹[ǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǶƲΘ৹ǀǋ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǁǽǶ-
fortable and accept it, or they may be completely downtrodden, but also see that as 
their fate somehow, not feel like there’s a beyond or something. But often, disasters 
ΒǡǱǱ৹ǋǡȗǞǋȍ৹ȍǋΑǋƲǱ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐǞǡȗǷǋȐȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǞǽ৹ȊǋȍǞƲȊȐ৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹ȍǋƲǱǡΝǋ৹ǡȗळ৹ǽȍ৹
they might also show that something else is possible in this coming together of 
people in recovery, it might be an ontological break that reveals that something else 
ǡȐ৹ȊǽȐȐǡǀǱǋल৹�ǷǇ৹Ȑǽ৹ǡȗ৹ǘǡΑǋȐ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ƲǷ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋ৹ǽǗ৹ƲǷ৹ǽȚȗȐǡǇǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ƲǱǱǽΒȐ৹ȗǞǋǶ৹ȗǽ৹
be more utopian.
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ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹/৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹Ʋ৹Ƿǡǁǋ৹ǁǽǷȗȍǡǀȚȗǡǽǷल

Xऴ৹HǯƲΘल৹[ǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǘǋȗȐ৹ȗǽ৹Ƕǋ৹Ʋ৹ǱǡȗȗǱǋ৹ǀǡȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǁƲǶǋ৹ǽȚȗ৹ȗǞȍǽȚǘǞ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹
study, was that a lot of people who are anarchists are anarchists because they see 
ƲȐ৹ǋϥǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ǽȍ৹ǋϨǁǡǋǷȗ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝƲȗǡǽǷƲǱ৹ȊƲǷƲǁǋƲ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ ǡǗ৹Βǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋǇ৹ȗǞǡȐळ৹
Βǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ȐǽǱΑǋ৹ȊȍǽǀǱǋǶȐळ৹Βǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ȍǋǱǡǋǗ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǋϥǋǁȗǡΑǋǱΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹Βǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹
ȐǽǱΑǋ৹ǁǱǡǶƲȗǋ৹ǁǞƲǷǘǋळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹/৹Ʋǘȍǋǋळ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝƲȗǡǽǷƲǱǱΘळ৹ǡȗ৹ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹ǀǋȗȗǋȍ৹ΒƲΘ৹
to solve climate change. And I completely agree, but I think there’s more to it than 
that, as well. That’s almost saying “if that could be disproven, and then if we found 
ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒƲΘळ৹ǡǗ৹Βǋ৹ǗǽȚǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǗƲȐǁǡȐǶ৹ΒƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ǀǋȗȗǋȍ৹ΒƲΘ৹ȗǽ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹
ȍǋǱǡǋǗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐǽǱΑǋ৹ǁǱǡǶƲȗǋ৹ǁǞƲǷǘǋळ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹Βǋঌȍǋ৹ǽǷǱΘ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝƲȗǡǽǷळ৹
ȗǞǋǷ৹Βǋ৹ȐǞǽȚǱǇ৹ǘǽ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǞƲȗलঊ৹
৹ [ǽ৹/৹ ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ ǡȗ৹ǘǽǋȐ৹ǀǋΘǽǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗल৹bǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǋȗǞǡǁƲǱ৹ ǡǶȊǋȍƲȗǡΑǋ৹ ȗǽ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ Ǘǽȍ৹
each other on a dis-alienated level, and not in a utilitarian sense. It’s an ontology in 
ȗǞǋ৹ȐǋǷȐǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ȍǋΑǋȍȐƲǱ৹ǽǗ৹ȊǋȍȐȊǋǁȗǡΑǋल৹[ǽ৹ǡǷȐȗǋƲǇ৹ǽǗ৹ȐǋǋǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐळ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋळ৹ǽȍ৹Ȑǽ-
cial action from the perspective of the state as useful, it’s about seeing things from 
a human and ecosystems approach is what is meaningful here right now, in the 
relationship I’m involved in right now, rather than from a top-down perspective. 
[ǽ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒƲΘ৹ǽǗ৹ȐǋǋǡǷǘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȚǷǇǋȍȐȗƲǷǇǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǱǇल

TFSR: Another really inspiring moment in the book for me is when you 
say, from an epistemological anarchist – or using anarchist epistemology, I 
think it’s how you say it – we can see insurrection in daily life. I love that, 
and I wonder if you could say a little bit more about it. It goes unseen so 
often. Can you talk a little bit about how we can look at the world through 
an insurrectionary lens?

R: What you were talking about with the people on Twitter, you could see them 
as naughty little school children playing up against daddy Elon, or you could see 
it as a mini insurrection. If you see human cooperation and caring and the ability 
to relate beyond an instrumental sense, as always there, then you see actions like 
that as insurrectionary. As you were saying, it seems like a radical moment. And I 
think it is, it’s people seeing this illegitimate authority that’s trying to break up the 
communities that they formed on Twitter and break up their relationships, and 
they’re resisting that. It is insurrectionary in a sense. It’s probably not going to be 
the basis of a huge revolution. That happens all the time. If you see anarchism as 
an ethical relationship between people that’s more real, more authentic, and more 
caring, and resists the urge of the state to slot us into these cybernetic nodes and 
roles and things like that, then it’s all around us. Then you see, when when it’s 
being suppressed more as well, rather than seeing this urge to be ordered as natural.

TFSR: Right. Maybe this is my last question. But the other arc through 
your book is thinking about utopia, which is also something you’ve worked 
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ǀǡȗ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȐȊǋǁǡϮǁƲǱǱΘ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ȗǞǋǽȍǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ƲǷ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹
ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋ৹ǡȐळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǇǡϥǋȍȐ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒƲΘȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǽȍ৹ǽȗǞǋȍ৹
ƲǁƲǇǋǶǡǁȐ৹ȗƲǱǯ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǡȗळ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷǁǋȐ৹ȐǋǋǶ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǡǶȊǽȍȗƲǷȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹
interesting, even when, as you mentioned, there are places where it sounds 
ȐǡǶǡǱƲȍल৹ �Țȗ৹ ȚǱȗǡǶƲȗǋǱΘळ৹ ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹ ȐƲΘǡǷǘ৹ ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹ ΑǋȍΘ৹ ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ Ʋȗ৹
play with the anarchist response.

R: Yeah. I suppose the anarchist response to me is very much based on Kropotkin’s 
idea of a social principle and the idea that in the absence of a state or a hierarchi-
ǁƲǱ৹ǁǽǽȍǇǡǷƲȗǡǷǘ৹ƲȚȗǞǽȍǡȗΘळ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǁǽǽȊǋȍƲȗǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐǽǱΑǋ৹ȊȍǽǀǱǋǶȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋ৹
themselves without an overarching authority. And in fact, that’s a much better way 
for people to respond even in disaster situations. A lot of people might accept that 
ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǁǽǽȊǋȍƲȗǋ৹ǡǷ৹ǷǽȍǶƲǱ৹ȗǡǶǋȐल৹�Țȗ৹ǶƲΘǀǋ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ǡȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǋΗǁǋȊȗǡǽǷƲǱ৹ǁǡȍ-
cumstance where people need a coordinating authority, even if temporarily. What 
we see instead usually is when there’s a disaster, it takes a while for bureaucracies 
ȗǽ৹ϮǘȚȍǋ৹ǽȚȗ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋΘঌȍǋ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋΘঌȍǋ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȍǡǘǡǇ৹ȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍǋȐल৹�Țȗ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹
ǞƲȊȊǋǷȐ৹ǡǶǶǋǇǡƲȗǋǱΘ৹ǡȐ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȐȗƲȍȗ৹ǁǽǽȊǋȍƲȗǡǷǘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǞǋǱȊǡǷǘ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȍǋǁǽΑǋȍΘ৹ǋϥǽȍȗल৹
�ǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹ΒȍǡȗǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞǡȐ৹ Ǘǽȍ৹Ʋ৹ ǱǽǷǘ৹ȗǡǶǋल৹XǋǀǋǁǁƲ৹[ǽǱǷǡȗ৹ ǡȐ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹
well-known for writing in A Paradise Built in Hell about the way people step in and 
ȍǽǱǱ৹ȚȊ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ȐǱǋǋΑǋȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǞǋǱȊ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȍǋǁǽΑǋȍΘ৹ǋϥǽȍȗल৹/ǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǡǷǘǱΘळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǶƲǡǷȐȗȍǋƲǶ৹Ǉǡ-
saster studies approach very much accepts that. They accept that people, grassroots 
movements, and people in community groups are much better in the immediate 
ƲǗȗǋȍǶƲȗǞ৹ǽǗ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ȐȗƲȗǋȐ৹ΒǞǽ৹ȗƲǯǋ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǱǽǷǘǋȍल৹CƲǽǶǡ৹<ǱǋǡǷळ৹ΒǞǽ৹Βȍǽȗǋ৹
�ǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹�ƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶळ৹ȗƲǱǯȐ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ƲȐȐȚǶȊȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹Ǘǽȍ৹
ȐȊǋǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ǀȚȍǋƲȚǁȍƲǁΘ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȐȗǋȊ৹ǡǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǁǽǽȍǇǡǷƲȗǋ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǋϥǽȍȗल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹
much the mainstream disaster studies approach. It says autonomous groups are 
ǘȍǋƲȗळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹ȐǽǶǋǽǷǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǁǽǶǋ৹ǡǷळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷळ৹ƲȐ৹CƲǽǶǡ৹<ǱǋǡǷ৹ȐǞǽΒȐळ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹
often a power and resource grab that happens. It’s often people that come in and 
vampire of the energies of movements. 
 An anarchist approach to me is something that’s consciously anarchist and 
ȗȍǡǋȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǗǋǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǽϥळ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ȐǋǷȐǋल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ƲǁǁǋȊȗǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǷǽǷॺǞǡǋȍƲȍǁǞǡǁƲǱ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗȐ৹
Ʋȍǋ৹ǀǋȗȗǋȍ৹Ʋȗ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǡǷǘ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ȍǋǱǡǋǗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǀǋȗȗǋȍ৹Ʋȗ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǡǷǘ৹ƲǱǶǽȐȗ৹ǋΑǋȍΘȗǞǡǷǘ৹/ঌǇ৹
say. But then also, it needs to be a denial of the idea that there is a need for someone 
ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȐȗǋȊ৹ǡǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǁǽǽȍǇǡǷƲȗǋ৹ȗǞǋǶल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǶǋƲǷȐ৹ǞƲΑǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǗǋǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǽϥ৹
because people will try and do that.

TFSR: It’s really interesting because both of these beliefs are widely held 
that we know from experience and reports that when disasters happen, 
people come together and work together. And, as you said, that goes back 
to Kropotkin, in terms of talking about it as an anarchist principle, and 
ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȍǋǁǽǘǷǡΝǋȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǷ৹ǡȗȐ৹ǽϨǁǡƲǱ৹ǇǽǁȚǶǋǷȗȐल৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹
ƲǱȐǽ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ΒǡǇǋǱΘ৹ǞǋǱǇ৹ǀǋǱǡǋǗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁǋǷȗȍƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ƲȚȗǞǽȍǡȗΘ৹ȗǽ৹ȗƲǯǋ৹
care of us. I guess a lot of it’s about security. There’s the fear of that Mad 
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Max thing. There is a disaster, and then you have complete lawlessness, and 
people are killing each other over scarce resources. Why do you think those 
things both stand in our general understanding of these things of how we 
respond to disaster? Do you have any thoughts on that?

R: Yeah, it’s really confusing. And I think it’s very much about what people think 
human nature is. And I think anarchists have quite a coherent view of what human 
nature is, or at least what it’s capable of, which is that humans are probably mal-
leable. And if you set them up to fail and compete, then they might do, but they’re 
perfectly capable, at least, of cooperating. I think I stated this role of contradictory 
view of people, it sort of sees them as these Hobbesian brutes that compete and 
battle each other to the death for scarce resources. But then it also sees them as 
these kinds of easily manipulatable people with so-called rational choices that can 
ǀǋ৹ǷȚǇǘǋǇ৹ ȗǞȍǽȚǘǞ৹ ȗǋǁǞǷǽǁȍƲȗǡǁ৹ ǁǽǷȗȍǽǱल৹ [ǽळ৹ ǡȗঌȐ৹ Ʋ৹ǶƲǷǡȊȚǱƲȗǡΑǋ৹ ΑǡǋΒ৹ǽǗ৹ǞȚǶƲǷ৹
nature. But maybe, the state also views human nature as malleable, but that they 
ought to have the right to mold it themselves for their own purposes, whereas anar-
chists prefer people to make a more ethical choice.

TFSR: Yeah, the way you talk about the neoliberal responses to disasters, to 
use that as an opportunity rather – to force people to fend for themselves. 
[ǽ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ ǞƲȐ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ȐǽȚǷǇ৹ ǽǗ৹ ƲȚȗǽǷǽǶΘ৹ǽȍ৹ ǇǋǁǋǷȗȍƲǱǡΝƲȗǡǽǷळ৹ ǀȚȗ৹ Ʋȗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ȐƲǶǋ৹
time, the neoliberal state will increase its order and control through police 
functions. So that’s the response to the brutish understanding of human 
nature. They’re doing both things. You refer to the response to Katrina, 
which, scott crow writes about: mutual aid and self-defense are going on 
from the community perspective, too. They are dealing with people coming 
ȗǽǘǋȗǞǋȍ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȗȍΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǞȚȍȗ৹ǋƲǁǞ৹ǽȗǞǋȍल৹[ǽळ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒƲΘ৹
that anarchists respond to that, the fact that both of those things can coex-
ist. That wasn’t really a question. I’m thinking about that. 
 This gets to this other point that you make, which is that anarchists 
ǇǋϮǷǋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗǱΘ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋळ৹ ȐȊǋǁǡϮǁƲǱǱΘ৹ ǡǷ৹ȍǋǱƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǽ৹ǞǽΒ৹Ʋ৹
ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐȗ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǁȍǋƲȗǋȐ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐल৹�ƲǷ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȗƲǱǯ৹Ʋ৹ǱǡȗȗǱǋ৹ǀǡȗ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹Ǉǡϥǋȍ-
ǡǷǘ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǋǷǁǽȚǷȗǋȍह

R: The mainstream disaster studies, as well as mainstream consciousness or public 
consciousness, as well as the state and state policy, always see disaster as a temporary 
ȍȚȊȗȚȍǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǷǋǋǇȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ϮΗǋǇल৹[ǽळ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ΒƲΘळ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ǘȍǽȚȊȐ৹ǽȍ৹ƲǷΘ৹ǘȍǽȚȊȐ৹
ǁǽǶǡǷǘ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǽ৹ǞǋǱȊल৹bǞǋΘ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ǁǽǶǡǷǘ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǽ৹ǞǋǱȊ৹Ȑǽ৹ǱǽǷǘ৹ƲȐ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǞǋǱȊ৹
ǘǋȗ৹ǀƲǁǯ৹ȗǽ৹ǷǽȍǶƲǱ৹ǽȍळ৹ƲȐ৹Βǋ৹ǞƲǇ৹ǇȚȍǡǷǘ৹�Hq/�ळ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ȗǋȍȍǡǗΘǡǷǘ৹উǷǋΒ৹
ǷǽȍǶƲǱलঊ৹[ǽ৹ǡǗ৹ƲǷΘǽǷǋ৹ΒƲǷȗȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǞǋǱȊ৹ǘǋȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǞǋǋǱȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶ৹ǶǽΑǡǷǘ৹ƲǘƲǡǷळ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹
they’re welcome. It’s only when things become non-state or anti-state that the state 
sees them as a threat. As long as mutual aid is helping people do their shopping or 
keeping people alive while the neoliberal state withdraws its welfare functions, but 
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place. But these were useful in the interim. And there was a lot of optimism about 
creating open-source alternatives, and that being seen as this thing that had mo-
mentum that was going to happen. When I spoke to people, that was still the case, 
there was still this idea that open-source software is going to develop. I don’t feel 
ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǞƲȊȊǋǷǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ΒƲΘ৹ΒǞǡǁǞॼ৹bǞǋȍǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǽȊǋǷॺȐǽȚȍǁǋ৹ƲǱȗǋȍǷƲȗǡΑǋȐळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹
seem to be being used as much as the mainstream things. And the people in the 
�Hq/�৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ǡǷ৹=ǽǷǇǽǷ৹Ʋȗ৹ǱǋƲȐȗळ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ΒƲȐǷঌȗ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ǇǡȐǁȚȐȐǡǽǷ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȗǋǁǞ-
nology at all. It was taken for granted or seen as a normal backdrop thing. Everyone 
ΒƲȐ৹ȚȐǡǷǘ৹sǞƲȗȐ�ȊȊ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ǘȍǽȚȊȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡǁƲȗǋल৹[ǽǶǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱ৹
ǘȍǽȚȊȐ৹ǞƲǇ৹ƲǱȗǋȍǷƲȗǡΑǋ৹[ǡǘǷƲǱ৹ǘȍǽȚȊȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ ȗǞƲȗल৹�Țȗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗΘॺǀƲȐǋǇ৹
things had to be WhatsApp, because there were a lot of non-anarchist people and 
it’s a thing that everyone had. People had meetings, and it was always on Zoom. 
�ǷǇ৹ ȐǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ ȗȍǡǋǇ৹ ȗǽ৹ȚȐǋ৹ :ǡȗȐǡळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ ǡȐ৹ Ʋ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ ǋȗǞǡǁƲǱ৹ ƲǱȗǋȍǷƲȗǡΑǋळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ ȗǞǋΘ৹
found it was a bit buggy, and it crashed and it didn’t work. And some people didn’t 
ǞƲΑǋ৹ǡȗळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹ǯǷǽΒ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȗǽ৹ȚȐǋ৹ǡȗल৹[ǽ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǽǷǋ৹ȍǋΑǋȍȗǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹~ǽǽǶ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹
end. But there wasn’t a lot of technological optimism anymore like I saw in Occupy 
[ƲǷǇΘल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ΒǋȍǋǷঌȗ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ǁȍǡȗǡȌȚǋȐळ৹ǋǡȗǞǋȍल৹/ȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȐǋǋǷ৹ƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹
there and taken for granted.

b$[Xऴ৹yǋƲǞळ৹/ঌΑǋ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǋǱΘ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȗǡǶǋळ৹ȗǽǽळ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ǗǽȍǁǡǀǱΘ৹ǡǷȗǋ-
grated more into my technology. It’s been accelerated over the last number 
of years, because it became a tool for the work that I had to do, for the or-
ǘƲǷǡΝǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ǡȗ৹ǷǽΒल৹�ǷǇ৹ǷǽΒ৹ǡȗ৹ǗǋǋǱȐ৹ȗǽǽ৹ȊǋȍΑƲȐǡΑǋ৹ǡǷ৹ǶΘ৹ǱǡǗǋल

R:৹yǽȚ৹Ǘǽȍǘǋȗ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ǡȗ৹ȚǷȗǡǱ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǱǽȐǋ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ȊǞǽǷǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȍǋƲǱǡΝǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹ ǱǡȗǋȍƲǱǱΘ৹
disabled, you can’t do anything.

TFSR: It’s interesting because people always try to retain some hope in it. 
This whole Twitter debacle is going down where Elon Musk bought Twitter, 
ƲǷǇ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǽǷǋঌȐ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹উbǞǡȐ৹ǡȐ৹ǘǽǷǷƲ৹ǀǋ৹ǘƲȍǀƲǘǋळ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ǷƲΝǡȐ৹ΒǡǱǱ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹Ʋ৹ȊǱƲȗ-
form,” which has happened, but then people are doing this weird disruptive 
thing on Twitter that I don’t think anyone anticipated that has potentially 
had real consequences in terms of stocks for certain major corporations, or 
ǡǶȊǋȍȐǽǷƲȗǡǷǘ৹ȊǽǱǡȗǡǁǡƲǷȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐƲΘǡǷǘ৹ΒǋǡȍǇ৹ȐȗȚϥळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǁǽǽǱल৹
I don’t know if it’s revolutionary, but it’s cool, at least. I’m confused to see 
that it’s a tool that gets used in interesting ways, but then seems to end up 
tying us back into the corporations.
 I want to get back to another strand. Your book also functions as an 
overview and introduction to anarchism, which I really appreciate, because 
you give a lot of really interesting and important background to piece all 
these things together. But you also have a really unique take on it that I’d 
love to hear a little bit more about You say that anarchism is an epistemolo-
gy and ontology and ethics. I wonder if you could explain what you mean by 
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role and persuade that you are the role. And then, sometimes in a disaster situation, 
ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ƲȍǡȐǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȚǷǋΗȊǋǁȗǋǇल৹[ǽळ৹Ʋ৹ȍǡǘǡǇ৹ȍǽǱǋ৹ǶǡǘǞȗ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ǀǋ৹ƲǀǱǋ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǡǷǘल৹
And also, that means that there’s not a lot of redundancy. 
 The idea of having a system with lots of people that maybe aren’t doing a 
Ǳǽȗळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ȗǞǋΘঌȍǋ৹ȗǞǋȍǋळ৹ƲǱǱǽΒȐ৹Ǘǽȍ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ϱǋΗǡǀǡǱǡȗΘ৹ǡǗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ƲǷǽȗǞǋȍ৹ȐǞǽǁǯळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǞƲΑǡǷǘ৹
the idea that you can turn up as you are and plug in. Having infrastructure for that 
is really useful and important. That is the strength of anarchism and mutual aid.

b$[Xऴ৹�ǋϮǷǡȗǋǱΘल৹/ȗ৹ǗǋǱȗ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹Ʋ৹ǘǋǷǋȍƲȗǡǽǷƲǱ৹ȐǞǡǗȗ৹ǇȚȍǡǷǘ৹�Hq/�ळ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ƲǱǱ৹
these new younger people came in doing all the work in the area where I was 
living, all these new anarchists. And when we were faced with the murder 
of George Floyd, there were these networks already in place that can do 
other things, like jail support or go show up on the streets. The great resig-
nation or people refusing to work in various ways. I wonder, to what extent 
these kinds of things echo one to the other, even if we’re not still doing the 
same COVID response. That experience and the entry point for people seem 
to have led to other things. 
 One of the lines that you say, and maybe this is part of it. I love this: 
উbǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǷǋǋǇȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǘȍƲȐȐȍǽǽȗȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȐȚȍΑǡΑǋल৹bǞǋ৹ǽȊȊǽȐǡȗǋ৹ǡȐ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁƲȐǋलঊ৹/৹
ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ Ȑǽ৹ ǡǶȊǽȍȗƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǞƲǶǶǋȍ৹ǞǽǶǋल৹$ǡȍȐȗ৹ǽǗ৹ƲǱǱळ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ȊƲȍȗ৹ ǡȐ৹
really interesting to think about – the state needs the grassroots. Because 
/৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹Βǋ৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒǞǋǷ৹Βǋঌȍǋ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ǘȍƲȐȐȍǽǽȗȐ৹ȐȗȚϥळ৹ǀȚȗ৹
it’s also really important to keep in mind that we don’t need the state to do 
what we’re doing. 
 One thing that might be interesting to hear your thoughts about is 
the way technology and social media played a role in that. That was part of 
Occupy Wall Street, but it became essential during COVID, because of the 
need to distance or whatever. Technology is obviously an ambiguous tool. 
Could you talk about that?

R: sǞǋǷ৹/৹ǡǷȗǋȍΑǡǋΒǋǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋळ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ǽǗ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǶǋǇǡƲ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐȗȚϥ৹
was really central. And they saw it as pretty much a fundamental part of their move-
ǶǋǷȗल৹�ǷǇ৹ǁǋȍȗƲǡǷǱΘळ৹ΒǞǋǷ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǋȍǶȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊȚǀǱǡǁǡȗΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ȍǋǁǋǡΑǋǇळ৹
ΒǞƲȗ৹ǡȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǯǷǽΒǷ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǶǽǀǡǱǡΝǡǷǘ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǶǋǇǡƲ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǶƲǷƲǘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǶǽǀǡǱǡΝǋ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹
ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ΑǡƲ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǶǋǇǡƲ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǶƲǷƲǘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǶǽǀǡǱǡΝǋ৹ȍǋȐǽȚȍǁǋȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǇǽǷƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǽǷ৹Ʋ৹
ǶƲȐȐǡΑǋ৹ȐǁƲǱǋळ৹ǘǋȗȗǡǷǘ৹ȗǽȍǁǞǋȐ৹।ϱƲȐǞ৹ǱǡǘǞȗȐ॥৹ƲǷǇ৹ǀǱƲǷǯǋȗȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗǡǋȐ৹
ȚȐǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹�ǶƲΝǽǷ৹ǘǡǗȗ৹ ǱǡȐȗ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ȚȐȚƲǱǱΘ৹ȚȐǋǇ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋঌȐ৹ΒǋǇǇǡǷǘȐल৹sǞǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹
put all the presents they wanted for the wedding, they’d have a list of things, and 
people from all over the world could donate a torch to them or a blanket or a de-
ǞȚǶǡǇǡϮǋȍ৹ǽȍ৹ΒǞƲȗǋΑǋȍल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ȐƲΒ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ƲȐ৹ǗȚǷǇƲǶǋǷȗƲǱ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗल৹�Țȗ৹
ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǁȍǡȗǡǁƲǱ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ȍǋƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȚȐǡǷǘ৹�ǶƲΝǽǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹
ǶƲǯǡǷǘ৹ȊȍǽϮȗȐ৹Ǘǽȍ৹।:ǋϥ॥৹�ǋΝǽȐल৹
 Obviously, we need our own systems and infrastructures and things in 
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ǁǽǷȗǡǷȚǋȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȊȍǽϮȗ৹ǽϥ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗǡǋȐ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ǡȗ৹ȐǋǋǶȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ϮǷǋ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ǡȗल৹
৹ bǞǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷǁǋ৹ ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋ৹ ǡȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹Ȑǋǋ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶ৹ƲȐ৹ƲǷ৹
ǽǷǘǽǡǷǘ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ ǡǷǬȚȍǡǽȚȐ৹ǋϥǋǁȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹Ʋȍǋ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ ǡǷǬȚȍǡǽȚȐ৹ ǡǗ৹
the state would see it. For the state, they’re not problems of order, and order needs 
to be restored. They are problems of humans, and capitalism is already inhumane. 
And the people that are hurt most by the disaster are the people that are already 
ǀƲȍǋǱΘ৹ȐȚȍΑǡΑǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǇƲΘ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶल৹[ǽळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋϥǋǁȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐ৹Ʋȍǋ৹
ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹ȍƲǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǘǋǷǇǋȍǋǇळ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǞǽ৹Ʋȍǋ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǶƲȍǘǡǷƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹
precarious or the people that are more likely to die or lose their livelihoods in a so-
called natural disaster or a pandemic or whatever. It’s the people that are already 
ȐȗȍȚǘǘǱǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ȐȚϥǋȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋϥǋǁȗȐ৹ǶǽȐȗल৹�ǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗȐ৹ȗǋǷǇ৹ȗǽ৹Ȑǋǋ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹Ǉǡ-
sasters as constitutive of capitalism. Rather than a rupture in capitalism that needs 
to be plastered over to get back to normal, they’re actually revealing the very nature 
of capitalism, in a sense.

b$[Xऴ৹HǷǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǀǋǷǋϮȗȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ƲǷ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹ǀȍǡǷǘȐ৹ǡȐ৹
that it has this long view both of capitalism and the state as ongoing disas-
ȗǋȍȐळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȐȊǋǁǡϮǁƲǱǱΘ৹ǡǷ৹ȍǋǱƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁǱǡǶƲȗǋ৹ǁƲȗƲȐȗȍǽȊǞǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋঌȍǋ৹
facing, that’s getting worse and worse. 
 Sorry, I am pivoting. One of the things that I think about a lot with 
anarchists’ response to mutual aid is it seems often, we’re in the reactive po-
sition. Like when fascists come to town, and we want to drive them out. But 
this long view that you mentioned is maybe really helpful to think about 
how anarchists can understand that disasters aren’t continuous within this 
current social order. Do you have thoughts on that? What that long view 
ǽϥǋȍȐ৹ȚȐ৹ǡǷ৹ȍǋǱƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗȚȗȚȍǋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋ৹ǯǷǽΒ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǁǽǶǡǷǘह

R: It’s not only anarchists, I think it is Walter Benjamin who had this idea of the 
উ�ǷǘǋǱ৹ǽǗ৹,ǡȐȗǽȍΘঊळ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ǞǡȐȗǽȍΘ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȊǡǱǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȍȚǡǷȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ƲǁǁȚǶȚǱƲȗǋȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹
Ʋȍǋ৹ǘǋȗȗǡǷǘ৹ΒǽȍȐǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ΒǽȍȐǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ ǡȗ৹ǽϥǋȍȐ৹ ȗǞǡȐ৹ ȍǋΑǋȍȐǋ৹ȊǋȍȐȊǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ ǡǇǋƲ৹ǽǗ৹
progress. And the idea that things are continually progressing and getting better. A 
ǱǽǷǘ৹ΑǡǋΒ৹ǡȐ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȍǋΑǋȍȐƲǱ৹ǽǗ৹ȊǋȍȐȊǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐǋǋǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋॼ৹/৹ȐȚȊȊǽȐǋ৹ǶȚȗȚƲǱ৹
ƲǡǇ৹ ȍƲȗǞǋȍ৹ ȗǞƲǷ৹ ȐǡǶȊǱΘ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ উǱǋȗঌȐ৹ϮΗ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘȐঊळ৹ ǡȗঌȐ৹ȊȍǋϮǘȚȍǡǷǘ৹ Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒƲΘ৹ǽǗ৹
being that also, hopefully, in a sense, addresses the climate crisis. Anarchists dis-
agree with people who think that we need a strong state, people like David Har-
ΑǋΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹%ǋǽȍǘǋ৹BǽǷǀǡǽȗॼ৹,ǋঌȐ৹ΒȍǡȗǋȐ৹ ǡǷ৹bǞǋ৹%ȚƲȍǇǡƲǷल৹,ǋ৹ȊȚȗȐ৹ ǗǽȍΒƲȍǇ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹
arguments that anarchists are playing games with climate change because they’re 
messing around and causing disruption. After all, we really need a strong state to 
address capitalism. It is this state versus capitalism view where the state is the only 
thing that can save us from capitalism. As an anarchist, I see the state as absolutely 
essential to capitalism. It’s the state that provides the security and the monopoly on 
ΑǡǽǱǋǷǁǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǯǋǋȊȐ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǽǷǋ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐȗ৹ȐΘȐȗǋǶल৹�ǷƲȍǁǞǡȐǶ৹ǽϥǋȍȐ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱ৹ƲǱ-
ternatives to that, which is about people and communities and ecosystems working 
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more cooperatively, at a more down-scaled level. And mutual aid is something that 
ǞǽȊǋǗȚǱǱΘ৹ȊȍǋϮǘȚȍǋȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ƲǱǡǋǷƲȗǡǷǘ৹ǡǶȊȚǱȐǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ƲǱǡǋǷƲȗǋȐ৹
people from each other by turning them into these nodes of this capitalist machine. 
৹ bǞǋȍǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǡǷǇǡΑǡǇȚƲǱǡΝǡǷǘ৹ǇǡȐǁǽȚȍȐǋȐल৹HǷǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋ৹ǞƲǇ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹e<৹ΒƲȐ৹
at the height of the crisis community, this idea of community was deemed desir-
able. And we even had conservative politicians advocating mutual aid, and there 
ΒƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ǁƲǱǱ৹Ǘǽȍ৹C,[৹ΑǽǱȚǷȗǋǋȍȐळ৹ȗǞǋ৹CƲȗǡǽǷƲǱ৹,ǋƲǱȗǞ৹[ǋȍΑǡǁǋल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ǡǷ৹ȊǡǋǁǋȐ৹ƲǗȗǋȍ৹Ǉǋ-
cades of austerity and the idea that people should volunteer for it, and work for 
it... People were banging pots and pans for the care workers, but they don’t get fair 
wages and things like that. But there was this idea of community and helping us 
being desirable at the height of the crisis and then the discourse became more and 
Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǡǷǇǡΑǡǇȚƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ƲȐ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ȐȗƲȍȗǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǋǷǁǽȚȍƲǘǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǘǽ৹ǽȚȗल৹bǞǋȍǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹
ȍǡǇǡǁȚǱǽȚȐ৹ȊǽȐȗǋȍ৹Βǋ৹ǞƲǇऴ৹উ[ȗƲΘ৹ƲǱǋȍȗळ৹ǁǽǷȗȍǽǱ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΑǡȍȚȐঊल৹bǞǋ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǘǽ৹ǽȚȗ৹
into the world and on an individual level, you have to be alert, you have to make 
sure that you keep your distance and have your mask and wash your hands and do 
ƲǱǱ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǡǷǇǡΑǡǇȚƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ƲȐȊǋǁȗȐल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹ǁǽǶǶƲǷǇǶǋǷȗ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋल৹
�ǱȐǽळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǀǽǇΘ৹ǞƲȐ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐƲǶǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘ৹ॼ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲΘॺǞǽǶǋॺȐȗƲΘॺȐƲǗǋ৹
thing, for so many people home is not a safe place. This is generic advice. 
 And I talk about that a lot in the book actually, about how this neoliberal 
approach to disasters treats disasters as generic and it treats people as generic. And 
ȗǞǋ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐƲǶǋ৹ȊǽǱǡǁǡǋȐ৹ǁƲǷ৹ƲȊȊǱΘ৹ǡǷ৹ǋΑǋȍΘ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍल৹[ǽ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȐȗƲΘǡǷǘ৹
ǞǽǶǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǱǽǁǯǇǽΒǷळ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Ȑǋǋ৹ƲȐ৹ȐȊǋǁǡϮǁ৹ȗǽ৹�Hq/�ल৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋΘঌȍǋ৹Ƿǽȗ৹Ʋȗ৹ƲǱǱळ৹ȗǞǋΘঌΑǋ৹
been used in all sorts of disasters from the Grenfell Tower where people were told to 
ȐȗƲΘ৹ȊȚȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǀȚȍǷǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǇǋƲȗǞळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐǋΑǋȍƲǱ৹ǽȗǞǋȍ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹Βǋȍǋ৹উȐȗƲΘ৹ȊȚȗळ৹ȐȗƲΘ৹ǞǽǶǋঊ৹
ॼ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹ƲǇΑǡǁǋ৹ǡǷ৹ȊǱƲǷǷǡǷǘ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǷȚǁǱǋƲȍ৹ΒƲȍल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǶƲǡǷȗƲǡǷǡǷǘ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǽȍǇǋȍळ৹
ǀȚȗ৹ǡȗ৹ǇǽǋȐǷঌȗ৹ǁǽǷȐǡǇǋȍ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷǁǋȐ৹ǀǋȗΒǋǋǷ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋঌȐ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ǷǋǋǇȐल৹[ǽळ৹
ǞǽǶǋ৹ǶǡǘǞȗ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ǀǋ৹ȐƲǗǋ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋल৹UǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǶǡǘǞȗ৹ǀǋ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǡǷǘ৹ǇǽǶǋȐȗǡǁ৹Αǡ-
olence, or they might not have a safe home to go to. This generic instruction is very 
alienating. The anarchist alternative is that people and communities on a much 
less alienated level have to come to an agreement between themselves about how to 
keep themselves safe. And the idea is that they can cooperate to do that.

TFSR: That’s interesting, also thinking how capitalism is based on univer-
sal exchange. The state looks at all of us as exchangeable items that they plug 
ǡǷȗǽ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ȐΘȐȗǋǶȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǋϨǁǡǋǷǁΘल৹
 On the other hand, the experience that you talk about in the case 
ȐȗȚǇǡǋȐळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ΒǡǇǋǱΘ৹ȍǋǁǽǘǷǡΝǋǇल৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǱǱǋǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȗǋȍǶ৹উǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍ৹
utopia”. People acknowledge that this is a feeling that people have, when 
you are faced with a disaster and you come together with the people around 
ΘǽȚळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǗǋǋǱ৹ Ǳǡǯǋ৹ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹ ǡǶȊǽȍȗƲǷȗ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ ȗǡǶǋ৹ ǡǷ৹
your life. This is something I think about a lot: similar to the experience of 
being in an action with people, there’s a thing that happens that feels real 
ƲǷǇ৹ȊȍǋȐǋǷȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡǶȊǽȍȗƲǷȗ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒƲΘ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ǶǽȐȗ৹ǽǗ৹ǽȚȍ৹ƲǱǡǋǷƲȗǋǇ৹
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৹ /৹ǗǋǱȗ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ΒǞǽǱǋळ৹ƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗळ৹ΒƲȐǷঌȗ৹ǁǽǶȊǱǋȗǋǱΘ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱल৹
A lot of people I spoke to bemoaned the fact that there was this split between people 
ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ǀǋǁǽǶǡǷǘ৹Ʋ৹ǀǡȗ৹C%HǡȐǞ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǞǽ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȐȗƲȚǷǁǞल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹
they’re anti-capitalist and anarchist critique. I spoke to people from both of those 
sides, really, and they did seem to be a split in the movement, which was echoed in 
ȗǞǋ৹�Hq/�৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹Ǟǋȍǋळ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯल৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹�Hq/�৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹Ǟǋȍǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǶǽȐȗǱΘ৹
non-radical. And I spoke to the radical people but it was mostly non-radical. From 
ΒǞƲȗ৹/৹ǁƲǷ৹ǘƲȗǞǋȍळ৹ǡǷ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘळ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǋǱΘ৹ȐȗǡǱǱ৹Ʋ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱ৹ǋǱǋǶǋǷȗ৹
to it. And I don’t know if that has to do with the time and when it was, as well but 
ǡȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǽǀΑǡǽȚȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡȗ৹ǘȍǋΒ৹ǽȚȗ৹ǽǗ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹sƲǱǱ৹[ȗȍǋǋȗळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȐȗǡǱǱ৹ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹
ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ƲǷȗǡॺǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶ৹ƲǷǇ৹sƲǱǱ৹[ȗȍǋǋȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǞƲȗल৹�ǷǇ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹/৹ǁƲǷ৹
gather, it grew out of their social networks and social infrastructure that was still 
going. There was still this vibe of people who had been involved. And there is still 
ȗǞǡȐ৹ǁǽǽǱǷǋȐȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ǽǗ৹ǽǁǁȚȊΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ΒǡǱǱǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǶǽǀǡǱǡΝǋ৹ȚǷǇǋȍळ৹/৹
suppose.

TFSR: I was interested in thinking about reading their case study, because 
on the other hand, thinking about space and movement, there was a space 
that started with Occupy Wall Street, but that created infrastructure that 
ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹ǶǽǀǡǱǡΝǋǇ৹ǇȚȍǡǷǘ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǘǽ৹ǋǱȐǋΒǞǋȍǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹
I saw in my region during COVID. We had networks and connections that 
were in place because of hurricanes and the hurricane response. And people 
who would go around and do work were – I lived in the mountains, and we 
didn’t get a lot of hurricanes – but we’d be nearby communities that were 
wrecked by it. And so people were doing that. And from that network, we 
started doing mutual aid in our town when COVID hit. I’m thinking about 
the mobility of those networks also. We also ran into the problem that it 
ȐǋǋǶȐ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋȐळ৹ǽǗȗǋǷ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱǡΝǋǇळ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǡǗ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ƲǱǱ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗȐ৹
doing the work. It doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s taken that way. 
 But that’s also something you write about in the book that one of 
ȗǞǋ৹ǀǋǷǋϮȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǶȚȗȚƲǱ৹ƲǡǇ৹ȐǋǋǶȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ƲǀǡǱǡȗΘ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȗǽ৹ȊǱȚǘ৹ǡǷल৹�ǷǇ৹
ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȚȐǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒǽȍǇ৹ȐȊǋǁǡϮǁƲǱǱΘळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ǡȐ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǡǷǘ৹ǁȚΝ৹/৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹
hear it. One of the issues with anarchism is how we get people to under-
stand and engage with it. So I wonder if you had any thoughts about mutu-
al aid as an entry point, rather than some of the other ones, like subcultural, 
punk, or whatever.

R:৹[ǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡȐ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǘǽǽǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǁǽǽǱ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ȚȐǋǗȚǱ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǶȚȗȚƲǱ৹ƲǡǇ৹
is the fact that you can turn up as yourself, and like you say, plug in, rather than, 
ΒǡȗǞ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ȍǡǘǡǇ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ȍǽǱǋळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹Ϯȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȍǽǱǋळ৹ΘǽȚ৹
ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȊȍǋƲǇȐǞǋǋȗ৹ȊǋȍȐǽǷ৹ǽȍ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȌȚƲǱǡϮǁƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹
role, you have to like it like a job. That’s how more traditional relief agencies work, 
ΒǞǡǁǞ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȊȍǽǗǋȐȐǡǽǷƲǱǡΝǋǇल৹yǽȚ৹ǁƲǷঌȗ৹ȗȚȍǷ৹ȚȊ৹ƲȐ৹ΘǽȚळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹ȗȚȍǷ৹ȚȊ৹ƲȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹
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ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋǱǋǁȗǋǇ৹ȍǋȊȍǋȐǋǷȗƲȗǡΑǋ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǁǋȍȗƲǡǷ৹ΒƲȍǇȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐȗȚϥल৹
 For some reason, the mutual aid movement in the UK, and I identify this 
ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǀǽǽǯ৹ƲȐ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ȊȍǽǀǱǋǶƲȗǡǁळ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋǇ৹ǡȗȐǋǱǗ৹ƲǁǁǽȍǇǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋǱǋǁȗǽȍƲǱ৹
ǇǡȐȗȍǡǁȗȐळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȗǋȍȍǡȗǽȍǡƲǱ৹ǁƲȗǋǘǽȍǡǋȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋल৹[ǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋǱǋǁȗǋǇ৹ȍǋȊȍǋȐǋǷȗƲȗǡΑǋȐ৹
ǽǗ৹ ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ǇǡȐȗȍǡǁȗȐ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋळ৹ উHǞळ৹ΒǋǱǱळ৹ ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǶΘ৹ΒƲȍǇल৹ [ǽ৹ ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǶΘ৹ǶȚȗȚƲǱ৹ ƲǡǇ৹
ǘȍǽȚȊलঊ৹bǞǋΘঌǇ৹ǘǽ৹ǡǷळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡǷ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǡǷȐȗƲǷǁǋȐळ৹ȗǞǋΘঌǇ৹ǀǋ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹Ƿǡǁǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǞǽ৹ȗƲǯǋ৹
a backseat. And a lot of these things were WhatsApp groups, so they joined the 
WhatsApp group, and then they try and take control of this whole initiative, and 
ȗǞǋȍǋ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǡǷǁǡǇǋǷǁǋȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǘǡΑǡǷǘ৹ǽȚȗ৹ϱȚǽȍǋȐǁǋǷȗ৹ǞǡॺΑǡȐ৹ǬƲǁǯǋȗȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐƲΘ-
ing, if you’re doing mutual aid, you have to wear the hi-vis jacket. One of them tried 
ȗǽ৹ǘǋȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽ৹��[৹ǁǞǋǁǯȐळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȐǋǁȚȍǡȗΘ৹ǁǞǋǁǯȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǶƲǯǋ৹ȐȚȍǋ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹
have a criminal record, which obviously goes against the anarchist ethos. It shows 
how recuperating the mutual aid movement became in some ways in the UK, but 
some places managed to stay radical, and they were the places that themselves had a 
squat or something like that. And I think this idea of territory and space is interest-
ǡǷǘल৹[ǽ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȐǽǶǋǽǷǋ৹ȗȍΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ȍȚǱǋ৹ǽΑǋȍ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ƲǀȐȗȍƲǁȗ৹ȐȊƲǁǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ǋǱǋǁȗǋǇ৹
ward. But then the way to resist that seem to be people that had a space or hub that 
was alternative space or scale, that could be a hub, and it had a physical presence 
in the neighborhood, and it had people that interacted with each other and lived 
ȗǽǘǋȗǞǋȍल৹bǞƲȗ৹ȐǋǋǶȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹Ʋ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ȊǽΒǋȍǗȚǱ৹ȊȍǋȐǋǷǁǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǞǋǱȊȐ৹ȗǽ৹ΒƲȍǇ৹ǽϥ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹
recuperation.

TFSR: The vision of expanding that contesting space would be a way to 
ramp up mutual aid towards something more confrontational and less bare 
survival. 
 In the so-called US, we have to think about also occupying space as 
part of the settler state, as another layer to that, which was a big critique 
of Occupy Wall Street that it didn’t have that framework. Wall Street is 
already occupying territory, right? And so occupying occupied territory 
without the liberationist perspective for indigenous people was a problem. 
It’s another complication that we think about here often how we take space 
and what that means. 
 But in the New York example, what do you think the relationship 
was between having Occupy Wall Street as a private predecessor and what 
HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ΒƲȐ৹ƲǀǱǋ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽह৹�ǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹�Hq/�৹ǶȚ-
tual aid example in the UK, which just sprung from COVID?

R:৹/ঌΑǋ৹ǘǽȗ৹Ʋ৹ǁǞƲȊȗǋȍ৹ǽǷ৹ǶΘ৹ǡǷȗǋȍΑǡǋΒȐळ৹/৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǇǡϨǁȚǱȗ৹ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹
Americans about an American movement, because I know that, with my cultural 
ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷǁǋȐ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ǶΘ৹ǀƲǁǯǘȍǽȚǷǇळ৹/৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ȚǷǇǋȍȐȗƲǷǇ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȐȗȚϥल৹/৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǋǱΘ৹ǗǋǋǱ৹
an anthropologist going in. I didn’t have enough time to be a proper anthropolo-
gist, if you see what I mean, whereas, in the UK, I feel more like a sociologist who’s 
looking at things. 
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lives. The demand to return to normal after you’ve been working together 
with people is really depressing. 
 Is there hope in introducing an idea of disaster anarchy that we 
ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ȐǽǶǋǞǽΒ৹ǷǽȍǶƲǱǡΝǋ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐǶ৹ॼ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋ৹ǀǋΘǽǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǡȐƲȐȗǋȍह

R: I’m less optimistic than some other people. And, in fact, I’m really pessimistic. 
And people think that I’m going to be really optimistic, because I’m interested in 
utopianism and utopian studies, and I’m interested in anarchism and so on. 
 But actually, when the pandemic hit, there were a lot of people that seem 
to somehow think that it was going to be the basis for some new anti- or post-
capitalist order. The fact that people weren’t able to go to work as usual, people 
thought this was some radical thing. But I saw the lockdown as pretty draconian 
from the start, and then you get typecast as some libertarian, who wants everyone 
ȗǽ৹ǁƲȗǁǞ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΑǡȍȚȐळ৹ Ǳǡǯǋ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ǁƲȍǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ΘǽȚ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ Ǳǡǯǋ৹উCǽळ৹Ƿǽळ৹ ǡȗঌȐ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ ȗǞƲȗल৹ /৹
ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ƲǱȗǋȍǷƲȗǡΑǋȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ȐǋǁȚȍǡȗǡΝǋǇ৹ǱǽǁǯǇǽΒǷ৹ȗǞǡǷǘळ৹ǞǽΒ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹Ȋǋǽ-
ȊǱǋ৹ǁǽǽȊǋȍƲȗǡǷǘह৹�ǷǇ৹/৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹Ȑǋǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǞƲȊȊǋǷǡǷǘ৹Ʋȗ৹ƲǱǱल৹UǋǽȊǱǋ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ǶȚȗȚƲǱ৹
aid, but a lot of it was WhatsApp groups, and people weren’t seeing each other 
in person. And a lot of it was helping people do shopping. And it felt incredibly 
alienating from the start. But there’s this huge mutual aid movement. And I think 
ǡȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ ǡǷǁȍǋǇǡǀǱΘ৹ ǡǷȐȊǡȍǡǷǘल৹ [ǋǁȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǽǗ৹ ǡȗ৹ ǁǋȍȗƲǡǷǱΘळ৹ /৹ ǞǋƲȍǇ৹ ȐǽǶǋ৹ ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ ǡǷȐȊǡȍǡǷǘ৹
stories. Unfortunately, I wasn’t involved in one of the more inspiring movements. 
I think there were sections and movements and people that I interviewed, and cer-
tainly, in my book, there were people that were involved in really radical, interesting 
anarchistic groups. I wasn’t at the time, I did a bit of delivering meals on a bicycle 
around my area, which I really enjoyed because I love riding around on my bike, but 
I didn’t feel like I was part of a radical movement. I felt I was doing social services 
for free, basically.

b$[Xऴ৹ /৹ΒƲȐ৹ ƲȐǯǡǷǘ৹ ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ΒǞǋȗǞǋȍ৹ ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ ƲǷ৹ ǽȊȊǽȍȗȚǷǡȗΘ৹ ȗǽ৹ ǷǽȍǶƲǱǡΝǋ৹
– not return to normal – the experience of collectivity that can happen 
in disasters. ‘m thinking about that also, because in the book, you caution 
against making the argument or defensive anarchists responses as being bet-
ȗǋȍ৹ǽȍ৹ǋϨǁǡǋǷȗ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ϮȗȐ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋঌȐ৹Ǳǽǘǡǁळ৹ǶƲǯǋȐ৹ǡȗ৹
co-optable by them. How are we talking about anarchist responses that get 
outside of that logic?

R: I guess it’s about people relating at a human level and seeing how the disaster 
ǡȐ৹ ƲϥǋǁȗǡǷǘ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗǱΘ৹ Ʋȗ৹ Ʋ৹ǞȚǶƲǷ৹ ǱǋΑǋǱ৹ ƲǷǇ৹ǞǋǱȊǡǷǘ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ Ʋȗ৹ Ʋ৹
ǞȚǶƲǷ৹ǱǋΑǋǱ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǗǽȍǶǡǷǘ৹Ʋ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗΘ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ǇǋȐƲǱǡǷƲȗǋǇ৹ΒƲΘल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǋǱΘ৹
was some of that. I had several interviewees I spoke to, people in anarchist circles 
who say that they met people they wouldn’t have met in their local community, 
ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ȊȍǽǀƲǀǱΘ৹ΒƲǱǯǋǇ৹ȊƲȐȗ৹ǋΑǋȍΘ৹ǇƲΘळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ȗǞǋΘঌΑǋ৹ǷǋΑǋȍ৹ȐȊǽǯǋǷ৹ȗǽल৹[ǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹
even had conversations about anarchism with these people and were received quite 
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sympathetically. And then there were other things, and they sound quite dark. And 
ǡȗঌȐ৹ǋƲȐΘ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ȊǋȐȐǡǶǡȐȗǡǁ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȗǞǋǶल৹[ǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒƲǷȗǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǁƲǱǱ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊǽǱǡǁǋ৹ǽǷ৹Ʋ৹
ǘȍǽȚȊ৹ǽǗ৹ȍƲǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ΘǽȚȗǞ৹ΒǞǽ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ǞƲǷǘǡǷǘ৹ƲȍǽȚǷǇ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹Ȑȗȍǋǋȗ৹ǁǽȍǷǋȍ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹
they should have been at home. This was obviously some less radical, more mid-
dle-class people that wanted to be involved in mutual aid as an altruistic do-good-
ie-type thing or something. But, they were tucked out of that by the anarchists in 
the group who persuaded them that these young people might live in overcrowded 
housing, or they might not have a safe home to go to, and they are less at risk from 
the virus than some other people, and they’re not really doing anyone any harm, 
they are just hanging around together, and calling the police on these black young 
people, when the police historically are awful to black people is probably not the 
best idea. And they did talk them out of it. 
৹ [ǽ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȚȐǋǗȚǱ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǀǋ৹ȐǋǋǷ৹ƲȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǡǷȗǋȍΑǋǷȗǡǽǷळ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹Ʋ৹
form of community self-defense. It’s about forming communities and defending 
ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗǡǋȐ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊǽǱǡǁǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹Ȑǽ৹ǽǷल৹[ǽ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ǱǡȗȗǱǋ৹
thing, and there was someone else that wanted to call the police on a window clean-
er, apparently, because he was out cleaning windows, they got talked out of it, too. 
[ǽ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ǱǡȗȗǱǋ৹ǶǡǁȍǽॺǡǷȗǋȍΑǋǷȗǡǽǷȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǇǋǗǋǷǇǡǷǘ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡ-
ties from being used as the crowd-sourcing of policing during the pandemic.

TFSR: I initially had this response. Like people are gonna see the contradic-
tions that we’re forced to live under, where we can’t work, but we have to 
pay rent. And so something big is gonna happen. And something big did 
happen in terms of George Floyd’s uprisings in the US and how that rever-
berated around the world, too. But it wasn’t the direct response to COVID 
that brought that out. 
 It’s not hopeful, because we live in a disaster world that’s falling 
ƲȊƲȍȗळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ȐȚϥǋȍǡǷǘळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȗƲǱǯ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹
increasingly seeing the state as irrelevant to them. I guess this gets us into 
another huge thread in your book – the idea of recuperation. Because if the 
states were irrelevant, we, therefore, need to do mutual aid to survive. But 
then the state can use that as a stopgap measure or increase its austerity 
because we’re doing that. We don’t make it revolutionary. That’s a problem. 
So I wonder if you could talk about recuperation and how you think about 
it in terms of disaster response, and how that can be resisted?

R: That is the major thread that is running through my whole book is I do think 
the state is increasingly irrelevant to more and more people. I think mutual aid is 
necessary for more and more people to survive as the welfare state retreats, and the 
oil economy is collapsing. And then, also, the state has this survival instinct of its 
ǽΒǷ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡȗ৹ȐǋǋǯȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȍǋǁȚȊǋȍƲȗǋ৹ƲǷΘȗǞǡǷǘळ৹ǡȗ৹ȐǋǋǯȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡΝǋ৹ǽǷ৹ƲǱǱ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ȍǋǱƲȗǡǽǷȐल৹
To me, the state is another capitalist enterprise, but it has a monopoly on violence, 
ȍƲȗǞǋȍ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ǞƲΑǡǷǘ৹Ʋ৹ǶǽǷǽȊǽǱΘ৹ǽǷ৹Ʋ৹ȊƲȍȗǡǁȚǱƲȍ৹ȊȍǽǇȚǁȗळ৹ȍƲȗǞǋȍ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹�ǶƲΝǽǷळ৹
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and having this monopoly on logistics. It’s got a monopoly on violence and territo-
ȍΘल৹[ǽ৹ǋΑǋȍΘȗǞǡǷǘ৹ΒǡȗǞǡǷ৹ǡȗळ৹ǡȗ৹ȐǋǋȐ৹ƲȐ৹ǡȗȐ৹ȗǋȍȍǡȗǽȍΘळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ȐǋǋǯȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡΝǋ৹ǽǷ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹
ȍǋǱƲȗǡǽǷȐल৹ [ǽ৹ǶȚȗȚƲǱ৹ ƲǡǇ৹ǞǋǱȊȐ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ ǡȗ৹ ǯǋǋȊȐ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ ƲǷǇ৹ǯǋǋȊȐ৹
people alive. But then at some point, the state and mutual aid are going to come 
ǡǷȗǽ৹ǁǽǷϱǡǁȗळ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ΒǡǱǱ৹Ȑǋǋǯ৹ȗǽ৹ǇǡȐȊǽȐȐǋȐȐ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǋΗȊǱǽǡȗ৹ȗǞǋǶल৹
৹ �ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ǽǗ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Ȑǋǋ৹ƲȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ϱȚϥΘळ৹
maybe even left-wing term to encourage social capital, but with the word capital in 
ǡȗळ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǞǽΒ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ȐǋǋǯȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡΝǋ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱल৹[ǽ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ƲǁȗǡǽǷ৹ǡȐ৹ǽǷǱΘ৹
ȚȐǋǗȚǱ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǋȍǶȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǡǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǶǽǀǡǱǡΝǋ৹ǡȗ৹ǡǷ৹ǡȗȐ৹ǽΒǷ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗȐल৹�ǷǇ৹ǡǗ৹ǡȗ৹
ǁƲǷঌȗळ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ǡȗ৹ǀǋǁǽǶǋȐ৹Ʋ৹ȗǞȍǋƲȗळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ȐǋǋǯȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȍǋȊȍǋȐȐ৹ǡȗल৹[ǽळ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ȐǋǷȐǋळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȍǋƲȐǽǷ৹
ȗǞǋ৹�ǋȊƲȍȗǶǋǷȗ৹ǽǗ৹,ǽǶǋǱƲǷǇ৹[ǋǁȚȍǡȗΘ৹ΒƲȐ৹Ȑǽ৹ǞƲȊȊΘ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹[ƲǷǇΘ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹
ǡȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋঌȐ৹ Ǭǽǀ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǡȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐƲΑǡǷǘ৹ǡȗ৹ǶǽǷǋΘल৹/ȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹Ʋ৹ȍǋǱǡǋǗ৹ǋϥǽȍȗ৹
ȗǞƲȗ৹$�B�৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹XǋǇ৹�ȍǽȐȐ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǶƲǷƲǘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽल৹�Țȗ৹ΒǞǋǷ৹HǁǁȚȊΘ৹sƲǱǱ৹
[ȗȍǋǋȗ৹ǽǁǁȚȊǡǋǇ৹sƲǱǱ৹[ȗȍǋǋȗळ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ƲǁȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ΒƲǷȗȐ৹ȗǽ৹Ȑǋǋळ৹
ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ǇǡȐȍȚȊȗǡǷǘ৹ȊȍǽϮȗȐ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐȗȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ΒǡȗǞǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗƲȗǋल৹bǞƲȗঌȐ৹ΒǞΘ৹ǡȗ৹
ΒƲȐ৹ΑǡǽǱǋǷȗǱΘ৹ǇǡȐȊǽȐȐǋȐȐǋǇळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ΒǞǽǱǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘঌȐ৹ȍƲǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇल৹�ǷǇ৹Βǋ৹ȐƲΒ৹
<ƲȗȍǡǷƲ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǞǋƲΑǡǱΘ৹ǶǡǱǡȗƲȍǡΝǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐǋǁȚȍǡȗǡΝǋǇल৹/Ƿ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǀǽǽǯळ৹/৹Ǳǽǽǯ৹Ʋȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǁȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹
if social action is only valuable in the terms of the state, that can change on a whim, 
if you see what I mean, whatever the state’s interests are can change on a whim, and 
it can separate people and split movements unless people decide that their action 
has a meaning and value beyond what the state labels it, and then they’re willing to 
defend that, I suppose.

TFSR: There’s been a lot of critique about the mutual aid projects that have 
happened since COVID. And you mentioned this in terms of the interviews 
ΒǡȗǞ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹e<ळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹Ʋ৹ǗǋǋǱǡǷǘ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹উ�ȍǋ৹Βǋ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ƲǷΘȗǞǡǷǘ৹
ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ ƲǁȗȚƲǱǱΘ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ ȗǞƲǷ৹ ǁǞƲȍǡȗΘहঊ৹Hȍ৹ ǡȐ৹ ǡȗ৹ ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǀȍǋƲǯǡǷǘ৹ǇǽΒǷ৹ ȗǞǋ৹
hierarchies? Or is it a threat at all to the state? There’s a way that when we 
have these programs that have us have bare survival without mounting that 
threat, then we have to question those actions. 
 One of the things that you bring up in the book as an important 
location of possible resistance to that recuperation is the use of space. In the 
ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋȐ৹ǡǷ৹=ǽǷǇǽǷळ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȐȌȚƲȗȗǡǷǘ৹ȐȊƲǁǋȐल৹�ƲǷ৹ΘǽȚ৹
talk about that, and how having space functions in terms of making that 
extra possibility of resistance?

R: Yeah, it’s something that I noticed. Actually, when I look back at all the work 
I’ve done, my Ph.D. was on intentional communities as radical spaces. When peo-
ȊǱǋ৹ǱǡΑǋ৹ȗǽǘǋȗǞǋȍ৹ǋΑǋȍΘ৹ǇƲΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗƲǱǯ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȐȗȚϥ৹ǋΑǋȍΘ৹ǇƲΘळ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹Ǉǽ৹ǗǽȍǶ৹ǀǽǷǇȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹
go beyond the thing that you form from seeing your neighbor every so often. But 
also, I found that various mutual aid groups in London were associated with squats 
ƲǷǇ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǁǋǷȗǋȍȐळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǽǷǋȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐǋǋǶ৹ȗǽ৹ΒƲȍǇ৹ǽϥ৹ȐȗƲȗǋ৹ȊǽΒǋȍल৹
There was this thing called the local councilor issue that I talk about in my book, 


